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Message from the representative of

the World Health Organization Western Pacific Region

Honoured Guests, Colleagues, and Students,
Good afternoon. It is my great pleasure to join you in celebrating the achievements of Hong Kong’s Whole
School Health Programme. My warm congratulations to the Department of Health and all partners who have
worked tirelessly to make schools healthier, safer and more supportive environment for learning and
well-being.

The Importance of the Whole School Health Programme

Health and education reinforce each other. Healthy students learn better, participate more fully, and grow
into adults who contribute to thriving communities. The Whole School Health Programme embodies this
understanding by promoting a holistic, setting-based approach, one that integrates physical, mental, and
social well-being into every aspect of school life.

Schools also shape family and neighborhoods. What we often describe as the spillover effect: when schools
strengthen health, the benefits extend outward into society.

Connection to the New Regional Vision

This approach is fully aligned with WHO’s new Regional Vision Weaving Health for Families, Communities
and Societies in the Western Pacific Region. This vision emphasizes that health is a collective endeavor, just
like weaving a mat where each strand represents the contribution of families, communities and systems
working together. Schools are one of the strongest strands in this mat, serving as daily touchpoints for
children and as the catalyst for long term societal change.

Collaboration and Systems Strengthening

We know from experience that school cannot address every health challenge on their own. Strong
collaboration across sectors — health, education, social welfare, local government, parents and community
groups is essential. Hong Kong’s Whole School Health Programme stands out as an excellent example of
what this collaboration looks like in practice. Your focus on physical, mental and social well-being,
environmental health and student participation shows that what is possible when systems truly work
together.

Looking Ahead: Social Determinants of Health (SDH) and Environmental Health

As we look to the future, it will be important to continue addressing the social determinants of health —
ensuring that all learners have access to a supportive environment, equitable opportunities and mental
health-promoting services. Strengthening environmental health, including clean and safe, school facilities
and climate-ready environments, is also increasingly essential for protecting the health and well-being of
students and communities.

Let us continue working together to ensure that every school becomes a health promoting school, and that
these efforts contribute to a future where all families, communities and societies can thrive. Let us keep
working together across sectors to keep school health a priority for all. Congratulations again on your
accomplishments on the Whole School Health Programme in Hong Kong. And | look forward to seeing your
continued leadership in the region.

Thank you very much.
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